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A. Context

TERMS OF REFERENCE

Gender-Based Violence Specialist

Institutionalizing Gender Based Violence Response in Nepal (P180665)

1. GBV continues to remain one of the acute challenges facing the country. The incidence and prevalence

of GBV in Nepal has increased slightly between 2016 and 2022 with the percentage of Nepali women

who report having experienced physical or sexual violence increasing from 23.4 to 23.8 percentage in

the same period (NDHS 2016 p.352, NDHS 2022 p.466).

2. With the 2017 Local Government Operation Act (LGOA), Provincial and Local Governments (PLGs)
became responsible, almost overnight, for delivery of an array of social services, including the
provision of services for survivors of GBV. However, there are significant gaps in municipalities'
capacity to deliver GBV services with an absence of a functioning GBV coordination system that links
municipal, provincial, and federal-level response mechanisms. The Ministry of Women, Children, and

Senior Citizens (MOWCSC) at the federal level continues to be the national agency responsible for
policies, standards and laws related to prevention and rehabilitation of GBV survivors (Government

of Nepal (Division of Functions) Regulations, 2074 BS). The district level offices of the Ministry that
supported direct administration of GBV services in the previous unitary structure have been dissolved

with staff assimilated into the newly formed PLGS. This dissolution led to policy uncertainty and
disruption of relevant services in the early stages of the transition and the capacity of PLGs to respond

to GBV cases remains limited and uneven, with the technical expertise and institutional knowledge of

GBV services remaining in the federal line ministry. This has led to an uneven provision of GBV services

across the PLGs, with limited coordination and support between them and the federal level.

The Ministry of Women, Children, and Senior Citizens (MoWCSC) is implementing World Bank funded

project 'Institutionalizing Gender Based Violence Response in Nepal', working directly with the PLGs.
In this new project, the MoWCSC will support the development of a functioning coordination system
that links municipal, provincial, and federal-level GBV response mechanisms, and will provide direct
support to the PLGS to fulfill their new service provision mandate.

4. These Terms of Reference (TOR) have been prepared for the purpose of recruiting a consultant in the

role of GBV Specialist who specializes in GBV prevention and response, and will be responsible for

supporting the Project Management Unit (PMU) in implementing the project 'Institutionalizing GBV
Response in Nepal'.

B. Project Description

5. The project objective is to increase women's and girls' access to multisectoral GBV prevention and

response services in select municipalities. It will be implemented over a period of three years (2023-
2026). The direct project beneficiaries will be 49,000 women and girls who have experienced violence

and who will benefit from better access to quality services. The project will be implemented in Lumbini

and Koshi Provinces to provide a "demonstration effect" on viable models for replication and scale-
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